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A BMS Parents Guide to the Henley Royal Regatta Qualifying Races 

https://www.hrr.co.uk/    @HenleyRegatta 

Qualifying races are held the Friday afternoon before HRR starts in earnest.  The crews that will take 

part are published on the Sunday beforehand, together with the timetable for the races.  Racing 

does not normally start till after lunch, around 2pm.  There is no dress code, entry fees or other 

barriers (physical or protocol wise) to how you would enjoy any typical rowing event by the river. 

If the weather is reasonable this is a great event to visit.  You have some of the spirit of HRR without 

the pomp and formality of the event proper.  Spectators can wander at will along the river bank, 

around the boating tents and stages and in front of the stewards and regatta enclosures which are 

built, but not yet functioning 

Parking is easy, in the main field car park behind the enclosures, and is free of charge on qualifying 

days.  The renowned one-way system in place during the regatta is also not in force so access and 

departure is all much easier.  See further down for directions. 

The Races 

The races are done as a time trial, each race category is timetabled in and everyone in that category 

comes down the river, using the proper HRR course but in a line instead of side by side. 

The results office is by the boating tent and results are published a half hour or so after each 

segment of the race concludes.  Winners are announced over the speakers and a notice is put up on 

a notice board outside the office.  This area gets very busy with spectators and rowers loitering for 

the results. 

Refreshments and Catering 

There is a café open by the boating tents which is part of the regatta organisation and is primarily 

there for rowers, although plenty of other people use it.  Otherwise, none of the catering or facilities 

of the regatta are open (there are some toilets in the boating tents).   Leander club often has a BBQ 

running in front of their boat house and this can be a rare chance to sneak in the club and have a 

look. 

Across the town bridge there are a variety of pubs, restaurants and coffee shops.  All the usual 

suspects can be found somewhere and it is only five or ten minutes to walk to the town from the 

boating tents. 

My favourite day is to go down late morning, have a nice pub lunch then wander back to the river to 

watch the crews preparing and boating, then walk a little up river to cheer them coming down 

before walking back to the finish to wait for the results. 

The Shop 

The HRR gift shop is normally open, just behind the café and the boating tents.  Enter at your own 

risk, or that of your bank balance. 

Things to see 

The boating tents are a sight to see.  What other regatta provides a massive covered area with boat 

racks, changing rooms, showers and crew rest and exercise areas. 

https://www.hrr.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/HenleyRegatta
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If you are really into things you can go down early and visit the rowing museum further down the 

river in Henley. 

The regatta enclosures and stands are all built, and you can get a sense of what it will be like during 

the regatta by walking along the river bank from the town bridge, past Leander rowing club, past the 

boat tents then to the finishing line.  Carry on in front of what will be the steward’s enclosure, past 

the regatta enclosure and out the far side.  All the area you have just walked through is closed off to 

non-ticket holders during the regatta and the metal railings removed and the riverbank lined with 

deckchairs.  

If you wish to do so, you can continue to walk up the river to the start line.  Along the way you pass 

several other rowing club boathouses and near the start line you come across another huge complex 

of marquees and hospitality venues that will be very busy on the Saturday and Sunday of the 

regatta.  The starting point is where the river splits into two to go around Temple Island. 

Getting There 

You can take the train to Henley station, which is at the end of a branch line that feeds from the 

main line at Twyford.  The regatta venue is a ten-minute walk from the station.  This is very popular 

when the actual regatta is running to avoid the traffic and parking charges, but perhaps not so 

convenient at other times. 

For qualifying races, driving and parking is relatively easy and parking is free.  However, you should 

still allow plenty of time for travelling, it is a Friday and regardless of the time of year there is always 

a queue of traffic trying to go over the Henley river bridge, which is one way and controlled by lights. 

For a Sat Nav use postcode RG9 2LS which should take you to the car parking field in Remenham 

Lane, or near enough.  The best route is via the M40 at J4, A404 towards Marlow (but go past it) and 

Henley will be signposted as you are closer.  Coming in from this direction avoids having to go over 

the town bridge which is an enormous bottleneck. 

Approaching Henley you go past a petrol station just before going down Remenham Hill.  Carry on 

down the Hill and shortly before you reach the river there will be the Little Angel Pub on the right-

hand side where you turn right into Remenham Lane.  A short distance later you can turn right into 

Butler field where you can park. (see map of Regatta area on next page).   

If the queues down the hill stretch back a long way you can turn down Remenham Church Lane 

further back up the hill and take a long loop around to come in from the other way.  Probably best 

only attempted if you are confident or have a Sat Nav. 

If it is very wet, they may close the field car park but I have not known it happen in recent years. 
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