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Peterborough City Rowing Club make use of a lovely 1000 metre rowing lake at Thorpe Meadows in 

Peterborough.  It is not as wide as most rowing lakes so side by side racing tends to be in four lanes. 

The lake is set in a very green area of parkland, far 

less open than some of the larger rowing lakes and 

it creates a lovely atmosphere.  Access is easy, 

parking is free and plentiful and the club itself is a 

friendly organisation whose commentary can be 

amusing and down to earth.  

The Gazebo will be by the side of the lake as a central point for rowers and parents to gather. 

Refreshments and Catering 

The club runs a snack area from their club house, there is a pub at one end of the lake and there is 

always an ice cream van on hand.  Naturally there is also the gazebo sharing table to which everyone 

is encouraged to contribute.  This is a small rowing lake, so nothing is very far away. 

Getting There and Parking 

Use postcode PE3 6LN to find the rowing lake.  You will go past the pub as you enter the park area 

and then come across the main car park.  Do not worry if it is full, carry on down the road to the lake 

and clubhouse and you will be directed to the right around the back of the club and boathouse and 

onto the grass where you can drive down the lake and park on the open areas further down.  I have 

never yet failed to park, or found it a problem, but many people do not realise the overflow car 

parking is there. 

Racing 

This is a junior regatta, so rowers are J13 to J15.  I was sad when my sons became J16 as this is one 

of my favourite venues.   The racing follows the traditional style of heats followed by a final.  There 

may be repechage, which is shown on the draw as a “Rep”.  This is where the fastest losers from 

heats race again for a place in the final.  This does mean that crews doing the repechage will race 

one more time than other crews in the final. 

Unusually, there are gold, silver and bronze medals awarded to the finalists, unlike many events 

where only the winners receive medals.  BMS have traditionally done well at this local regatta and it 

is a pleasure for something this nice to be relatively close to home. 

Well worth a day out and highly recommended. 
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