
Wallingford Regatta 

Hosted by Wallingford Rowing Club http://wallingford-regatta.org.uk/      @regattaresults 

Location 
This event is held at Dorney rowing lake and not at Wallingford.  Postcode SL4 6QR will take you close enough 

to pick up the signage to the lake and the entrance or you can look on the website 

http://www.dorneylake.co.uk/ for line by line directions from the motorway.     

The lake itself has a good path running along the entire length and is easy to spectate from, although you can 

go through a lot of shoe leather.  As with other events at Dorney, spectators are discourage from the island 

area (see plan below) which is reserved for coaches to cycle alongside the crews.  Cycling is not normally 

permitted on the spectator side of the lake because it can be very congested with spectators. 

The format is that of a 2000 metre, 6 or 7 lane, side by side regatta.  Each category will have a series of heats 

leading to a final with the winners, or fastest boats, from the various heats.  Depending on the number of 

entries for a category, and the number of heats held, there are sometimes repechages where the fastest losers 

compete for a place in the final.   

Boats row up the “return lake” on the far side of the island to reach the start line so cheering them on the way 

up can be tricky unless you do so from the boating area. 

Parking  
At Dorney Lake parking is traditionally expensive.  In 2017 it was £10 a car.  For 2018 it looks the same but this 

may change so check the website before arriving.  Cash is required.   If the weather has been kind, then 

parking is on the grass on the north side of the lake.  If it has been wet, then parking may be on the roadways 

to the South of the lake. 

Rowers and Welfare 
It can be a long day for the rowers, especially if they are successful.  If a crew makes it to the final there will be 

a minimum of two races to compete in for each category, and if the boat is in the repechage then they can 

expect to row three races.  Wallingford have divided the day into two halves with one set of heats and finals 

taking place in the morning, and the second set taking place in the afternoon.  Racing starts at 7.30 and 

finishes at 19.30 and while any single crew will not be needed for that entire time it does mean that rowers 

may need to be there very early or stay late.  More is known once the timetable and draw is published.  

Rowers need to ensure they have enough food, water, clothing and power packs for their electronic bits and 

bobs. 

The BMS parents support group do not normally take the gazebo because numbers entering this event tend to 

be limited to the older age groups and this limits the number of supporters.  However, there is normally 

catering on site and a café running in the upstairs of the boathouse. 
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