
Quinton Head 

Written by Mike Smith on behalf of the BMS parents rowing supporters 

Saturday, 27th January 2018 at 11:30am 

 

Hosted by Quinton Rowing Club.   http://quintinboatclub.org/quintinhead/index.php 

Twitter @TheQuintinHead 

 

This head is only for eights and is held on the same stretch of the Thames as the annual 

Oxbridge Boat Race, Head of the River and Schools Head (which BMS will be entering on 

Monday 12th March 2018).  The race rows with the low tide and the direction and times of 

the race can vary year to year.  In 2018 it is running at 11.30 from Chiswick Bridge to just 

past Hammersmith Bridge opposite the Harrods Depository. The race is approximately 4600 

metres long downstream 

If you intend to support the rowers, there are various options.  You can take the train and 

tube to Hammersmith station and take a short walk to Hammersmith Bridge where you can 

choose to cheer from the bridge (close to the finish line), or walk up the Thames Path along 

the course to cheer from further up. The river is very wide and you have choose your 

supporting spot with care or the rowers will not see or hear you. 

Alternatively, there is some street parking around Hammersmith Bridge, if you are lucky 

enough to find a space and have enough change for the machines (£3 an hour for up to four 

hours.   If you are happy to park further along the river you can park nearer the start of the 

course by Barnes railway Bridge.  There is a recreation ground where many clubs boat from 

and parking here is free. (See “bandstand” on the map on 2nd page).  The location for any 

satnav is Riverside Drive W4 2SP which takes you to Chiswick cricket club, continue down 

the road and you come to the parking area next to the river.  You can then spectate from 

Barnes bridge (which is near the start) or you can walk along the Thames river path back 

down towards Hammersmith (but allow plenty of time, it is not a short walk).  I have also 

used apps such as Just Park which often have parking spaces being rented out by local 

houses or businesses. 

Supporters have often met in the Rutland Arms just along the riverbank from Hammersmith 

Bridge where you can have a nice drink and a bit of pub grub, this pub opens at 10.00 and 

serves food from that time on a Saturday, leaving enough time to get out and grab a 

spectating spot. 

The boating point for the school is likely to be downstream from the finish line and at least a 

1.6 km walk from Hammersmith Bridge along the riverbank path, for this reason it is often 

easier to let rowers take the school transport back rather than try to meet them. 

At the time of writing this there was not yet a 2018 map, so on the following page is the 

map from 2015 which is the last time the race was run in the same direction as this year, so 

please use it as a guide, not a bible. 
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