
Schools Head of the River 

http://www.shorr.org.uk/ and @schoolshead 

Organised by Westminster School and only entered by schools or sixth form colleges.  For some BMS rowers 

this will be their first taste of rowing on the tidal Thames and it is probably more daunting for the parents to 

watch than the rowers themselves. 

Held on the tidal Thames running the reverse course to the Boat Race this is one of the last big head races 

before regatta season.  Crews row from Chiswick Bridge down past Hammersmith Bridge to the finish in 

Putney.  The race is rowed with the tide and is around 7km long.  The cox has an important role in this event 

making sure the boat keeps to the best lines and currents around the bends and through the bridges.  There 

are some good videos on YouTube for coxes which would give parents a good flavour of the course. 

The race is held as the tide is turning and the river is at its lowest and 300 or more boats can take part, it is an 

impressive sight to spectate and, like all the Thames heads, it attracts a lot of supporters.  Due to the race time 

being dependent on the tide the racing timetable can vary year to year. 

Supporters can take the train and tube to Hammersmith station where you have a short walk to Hammersmith 

Bridge.  There is some street parking but you need a large number of £1 coins and find a space, or you can try 

the parking apps Park on my drive, or Just Park.   An alternative is to park for free near Barnes Bridge in the 

recreation ground where many clubs park and boat from.  The location for any sat nav is Riverside Drive W4 

2SP which takes you to Chiswick cricket club, just continue past the cricket club to the parking area next to the 

river.  You can then spectate from Barnes bridge or walk along the Thames river path back down to 

Hammersmith (but allow plenty of time, it is not a short walk, nearly the length of the course).  

Depending on race times spectators often meet at the Rutland Pub, near Hammersmith Bridge before moving 

to the bridge to shout support. http://www.taylor-walker.co.uk/pub/rutland-hammersmith/c0594/  A drink 

and something to eat goes down well, especially if the weather is not being very kind.  Experience has shown 

the event is best attended when dressed in many layers, it has been known to snow!! 

BMS have boated from Putney, or Barnes Bridge in the past and so the rowers may end up at either end of the 

course when they have finished.  A little planning can be required if you are intending to meet your rower at 

the end of the race to ensure you know where to go.  If you do drive home then the Costa on the M4 Services 

calls out to frozen rowers and parents. 
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