
Hampton Head – BMS Spectators  

Hosted by Hampton School http://hamptonschool.org.uk/co-curricular/sports/rowing/  @HamptonRowing 

This is a very enjoyable and large event which attracts entries from most of the rowing schools.  It is one of the 

most important and watched heads of the season with plenty of spectators regardless of the weather and an 

excellent river path giving ample opportunity to shout and support the rowers. 

The head takes place on a 3km stretch of the Thames rowing downstream from Sunbury lock to Hampton 

Church.  Unfortunately, the event has suffered in the past from cancellations due to flooding or severe 

weather but, when it goes ahead, it is a good day out, on a lovely stretch of river, with lots of action and racing 

for all ages and boat sizes. 

Location If coming to spectate 

 

Please do not set your Sat Nav for Hampton School Boat Club, you will end up on the wrong side of the river, 

quite a distance from where BMS will be based.  

Most visiting clubs will be boating from Hurst Park on the south bank of the river where the grass area by the 

river turns into a sea of boats and trailers.  When the BMS Gazebo is taken it is located in this park not far from 

the X on the above map.   There are usually temporary toilets nearby and there is a Tesco super store within 

walking distance.  There are some cafés or refreshment opportunities down river near the Hampton Court 

bridge but this is some way back along the river. 

Location for Sat Nav: Hurst Park, Saddlers Rise, West Molesey  KT8 1SU.   Also circled on the above map is the 

location of Molesey Boat Club. (Additional toilets)  

Parking  

In the past the car park and grass parking areas shown on the map have been reserved for competitors only 

but in 2016 the grassed area was also open to spectators.  It is not certain what will happen in subsequent 

years but there is free street parking on the housing estate backing onto the riverside park and plenty of paths 

through to the embankment. 

http://hamptonschool.org.uk/co-curricular/sports/rowing/


Rowers and Welfare 

This will be a full day for the rowers and the weather can often be chilly, so wise to send them off with plenty 

of food and some layers to wear when they are not racing.  For the spectators, we normally hope to have the 

gazebo onsite and the kettles will be running all day to attempt to stave off the cold.  Contributions of 

savouries and cakes to be shared are always welcome.  

In addition to our gazebo, the Hampton Parents normally run a very popular BBQ which starts early selling 

bacon butties for breakfast before moving onto the more traditional burgers later in the day.  

Clothing  

Weather can be highly variable but there is one word that can usually describe the typical conditions at 

Hampton – COLD.  It can be a very long day and if there is any wind you can rest assured it will be coming from 

the direction with no shelter.  Robust footwear/boots are recommended for spectators and wellies are useful 

for rowers as they will need to carry the boats from the rigging area to the water.  There are no landings or 

pontoons and rowers use the river bank to boat from which means they have to step into the water. 

It’s worth emphasising that in previous years the organisers have threatened to bar any boat from competing 

if they don’t believe the rowers are suitably dressed for the weather. 

We are looking forward to seeing plenty of parents by the riverside.  The more the merrier. 

 

See you there 

Parents Rowing Committee 

 

 


