
Nottingham City Regatta 

https://sites.google.com/site/nottinghamcityregatta/           Twitter @NottmCity 

A new event for many BMS rowers and parents this is held on the Nottingham rowing lakes at the 

National Watersports Centre at Holme Pierrepoint on the edge of Nottingham. 

The rowing lake allows races to take place over 2000 metres and, at this regatta, up to six lanes 

abreast.  For some rowers and parents they will have been to this lake for the NSR National Schools 

Regatta in 2015, or the inter regional regattas. 

Directions 

Postcode NG2 5AX will navigate you to near the car park entrance.  The watersports centre is well 

signposted with brown signs so it is easy enough to find once you get close.  It is to the south of 

Nottingham so normally best approached from the A1, or by coming off the M1 at J21a. 

Spectating 

The map above is from the water sports centre website, some of the parking shown on here may not 

be available for the regatta but the main parking will be the one the signposts take you to.  In 2016 

parking was being charged at £5 a car, and if the weather had been kind cars were allowed on the 

grass bank towards the large scoreboard near the finish line on the North side of the lake. 

During racing the path along the south of the lake is closed to allow coaches to cycle up and down 

with the boats.  Due to the design of the lake the path closure should end around the point of The 

Elms on the map above, leaving the area around the timing tower and main building free for 

pedestrians.  The North path runs the entire length of the lake and will remain open. 

The finish line, and timing tower, are self-evident when you are there and winning crews stay in their 

boats and paddle over to the pontoon by the tower to receive their medals.  If you have been 

spectating further up the lake this can mean you have to move fast if you want a photograph. 

The timing tower has a large building behind it with toilets and a café (which will hopefully be open) 

and there may be other temporary outlets.   The BMS Gazebo will not be present at this event as 

there are unlikely to be the spectator numbers or requirement for it. 

https://sites.google.com/site/nottinghamcityregatta/
https://twitter.com/NottmCity


Racing 

Racing takes place over heats in a maximum of six lanes and over 2000 metres.  In each heat subject 

to the number of entries, the first two or three boats will progress to the final. Successful crews 

should row up to two races (one heat and a final).   

In 2017 the regatta is being divided into morning and afternoon divisions, this means all the heats 

and finals will be held together in one division.  The entry for BMS is for the morning division so all 

rowers should be finished by lunchtime. 

If the event has a large number of entries, they may use time trials to determine which boats 

progress, although this regatta has this provision built in they tend to avoid using it and prefer to 

find other ways of managing the entries. 

At the conclusion of each final the prizes are presented from a pontoon by the timing tower.  

Winning crews are directed to row over to the pontoon and are given their medals while sitting in 

their boat. 

Rowers Welfare 

As usual, rowers will need food, drink, sun cream and appropriate clothing for the weather.  

Nottingham rowing lake is renowned for changeable weather and can be very windy, during May it 

can be either very hot, very wet and windy or somewhere in-between.   


