
Northampton Head of the Nene 

http://www.northamptonrc.org.uk 

A new event for the BMS rowers so not a lot of personal experience to pass on.  However here is 

what I have managed to put together. 

This is held over a distance of 1800 metres so slightly shorter than events held at Bedford and is 

along a reasonably straight river with a couple of bends to navigate.  The course appears to be the 

distance between two major weirs/sluice gates and the boat club is at one end adjacent to one of 

the weirs. 

The location is just off the A428 so for travellers from Bedford that will be the best route to take.   If 

coming from the North or via the M1 you would take the A45 and turn right down the A428 towards 

Bedford at the relevant junction. 

The site is shared with the Nene Valley White-water Centre but it does not appear well signposted 

and some navigation gets confused near the venue because it is down a private road.  Google maps 

tried to tell me to go down the river bank…. 

Coming from Bedford you need to keep your eyes open for a roundabout with an HSBC building on 

the far left side and the Britannia pub on the immediate left.  Also likely to be signposted to 

Rushmills and Queensbridge.   Take the left turn off the roundabout here and then an immediate 

right turn at the mini roundabout after only a few yards.  You now proceed running parallel to the 

A428, into a private road and the car parks for the rowing club and white-water centre.  Difficult to 

be certain but it looks like there may be plenty of road parking if the venue car parks are full.  If you 

miss the roundabout you will realise shortly afterwards when you drive over the River Nene, in 

which case just go around the next roundabout and come back again. 

According to the event poster and the website there is a café at the white-water centre and you may 

have noted the Britannia pub is only a short distance away.  This is not an event where the BMS 

gazebo will be in attendance. 

Looking at Google maps there appears to be a footpath along the far side of the river along the 

majority of the course, the near side of the river may also have footpath but it will be on grass and 

fields and not paved.  As the boathouse appears to be at one end of the course I suspect many 

people will want to walk down the river a little to shout supporting words. 

 

http://www.northamptonrc.org.uk/default.aspx

