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This is the first big regatta of the season and BMS Boat Club will be entering boats from all years and utilising 

as many rowers as possible.   This is a great chance for the parents to all meet and socialise by the river and for 

parents newer to the sport to experience their first regatta.  The BMS gazebo will be in place on a pitch by the 

riverbank near to the finish line.  See below for more details. 

The Bedford Regatta is organised by various rowing clubs and organisations in Bedford, including the Harpur 

Trust schools, and parents from all the schools will be assisting as volunteers.  BMS tends to look after entry to 

the enclosure and provides people to help on the stake boats, the other schools will be looking after the BBQ 

and bar facilities as well as other duties. 

The event attracts entries from some distance away and is one of the biggest one day regattas in the country.  

Racing is restricted to eights and fours and it will be a busy day of racing.  

Race Structure 

Boats race two at a time over 1,200 metres from County Bridge (Prebend Street) to the suspension bridge and 

the next race is often started before the one in front as crossed the finish line, this makes for a very busy river. 

Winners progress to the next heat and depending on the number of entries for each category boats can be 

involved in several heats before reaching the final.  Unfortunately, the two lane process can also mean boats 

being knocked out early if they meet a strong crew in the first round. 

If there are fewer entries for a category then boats may be lucky and either have only one heat, or they may 

progress straight to a final without any heats at all. 

If crews are lucky enough to do well they could be on or around the river for most of the day.  The draw can be 

found on this link once published https://www.bedfordregatta.co.uk/regatta-draw.html 

BMS Parents – Arrangements for Spectating and Gazebo 
  
The BMS gazebo will be in place on the riverbank between the suspension bridge and the bandstand.  We 

normally have a pitch a short distance after the official enclosure with our own private area to sit and 

spectate.  Tea and coffee will be available as usual and parents/students can bring cakes and savouries to put 

on the gazebo table to share, and picnics for themselves.  Rowers (and coaches) will be coming to the gazebo 

between races looking for grazing opportunities! 

Collapsible chairs, or blankets are useful as it can be a long day, and if the forecast is variable umbrellas or 

warm, dry clothing.  In previous years we have had everything from sunburn to hail storms, sometimes on the 

same day.   

When watching the races, the Gazebo is at a good point to shout and cheer in the final stretch before the 

finish line, some parents cross to the opposite bank and it is great to have parents spread along the course 

shouting encouragement. 

There is a BBQ and bar within the official enclosure, for which there is a small entry fee.  As BMS parents staff 

the entry point some are entitled to free entry and all the competitors have tags allowing them free access. 

Rowers and Welfare 
 
It can be a long day for the rowers, especially if they are successful and work through the heats.  They may also 

be waiting around between heats.  Depending on the weather warm clothing, sun cream or a change of 

clothes may be required if they get too wet.  They will certainly need food to ensure they are “carbed up” and 

keep their energy levels high and plenty of fluid to keep them hydrated.   Some rowers like to bring their bikes 

and cycle around and some will be asked to help on the stakeboats.  If they do bring their bikes then also bring 

padlocks as they can go walkies if unattended. 
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